Public Speaking Syllabus






         Ms. Meyering
Course Description

This course develops effective informative, persuasive and special-occasion speaking. It gives special attention to analyses of audience and speaking occasion, effective delivery styles and techniques, and development of critical thinking skills.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, a student should be able to:

· research, organize and deliver a public speech,

· develop a clear, concise thesis statement,

· present informative and persuasive speeches,

· select and utilize audiovisual aids for speaking assignments,

· engage in active listening behavior,

· evaluate a speech based on theory presented in the course, and

· formulate an ethical framework for the development of speeches.

Grading Scale

I. Speeches

· Self-introduction speech: 50 points

· Demonstration speech: 100 points

· Informative speech: 125 points

· Persuasive speech: 175 points

· Commemorative speech: 125 points

II. Examinations

· Examination 1: 150 points

· Examination 2: 150 points

· There will also be a cumulative Final Exam during Exam Week

III. Other Assignments

· Self-evaluation paper 1: 25 points

· Self-evaluation paper 2: 25 points

· Class participation: 100 points

Discriminatory Language and Behaviors
Students and expected to demonstrate respect for others and for others’ ideas. Students should express their thoughts and ask questions, however, students may not disparage, mock or harass others because of their gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, religion, or group affiliation. Students who engage intentionally and maliciously in discriminatory language or behaviors in class will be asked to leave.

Academic Integrity

Students are required to observe all school regulations concerning academic integrity. In particular, cheating on examinations and plagiarism are not tolerated. If it is found that a case of academic dishonesty is legitimate, standard procedures are followed, including one, some, or all of the following:

· Assigning a failing grade for the particular assignment in which dishonesty occurred,

· Assigning a failing grade for the entire course,

· Issuing an official warning that indicates further academic dishonesty may result in additional disciplinary action,

Back-up Copies

Keep copies, either paper or electronic, of all written work submitted for this class. Although it is rare, instructors can lose a student’s materials. If this occurs, it is the student’s responsibility to submit another document at the instructor’s request.

Conduct During Other Students’ Speeches

Be courteous and never enter the classroom while a peer is presenting a speech. Wait for the student to conclude his or her speech before entering.

Time Requirements

Speeches must adhere to the time requirements outlined by the assignment descriptions. At the instructor’s discretion, a speech may face discontinuation if it exceeds the time requirement by more than a minute, or it may face a penalty of at least 10 percent of the assignment’s value if it falls short of the stipulated length. If a speech falls significantly short of it required length, a penalty of more than 10 percent may be issued.

Scheduled Examinations

Students are expected to take examinations on time.  Any exams that are missed for documented reasons, must be made up the day the student returns to school.  The exam can be made up during FLEX or after schools.
Missed Speeches
If student is absent from class the day he/she is scheduled to give a speech, the speech must be made up the day the student returns to class.  However, a 20 percent penalty will be assessed unless there is an official documented excuse such as a death in the family or an illness excused by a doctor.  Guidance appointments, appointments with other teachers or tardiness are not acceptable excuses for missing your speaking slot.
No student can pass this class without delivering ALL of the required speeches.

Late Assignments

All late speeches, papers and projects are penalized 20 percent of the assignment’s value per class day past deadline. 

Tentative Schedule

Week 1- Introduction to the course; Journal entry 1

Week 2- Speeches of self-introduction due

Week 3- Crafting a speech; Journal entry 2; Topic approval forms for demonstrative speeches due

Week 4- Delivery; Rough draft outlines for demonstrative speeches due

Week 5- Speeches of demonstration due

Week 6- Notes on informative speaking; Journal entries 3 & 4

Week 7- On Informative speaking, cont.; Topic approval forms for informative speeches due; journal entry 5

Week 8- Informative speeches

Week 9- Adapting the message

Week 10- On persuasion; Topic approval forms for persuasive speeches due; Journal entry 6

Week 11- Critical thinking and listening; Outlines for persuasive speeches due

Week 12- Persuasive speeches due

Week 13- Speaking on special occasions; Journal entry 7

Week 14- Special-occasion speeches due; All journal entries due

Week 15- Final examination review
Journal Entry Topics

1. What do you expect from this class? What do you think it will be like? How do you feel about your role as a public speaker?

2. What are some feelings you are experiencing towards the demonstrative speech? What do you hope to convey through this speech? What are some things that you are doing to help reduce your nervousness or anxiety for this speech?

3. What are some possible topic ideas you have for your informative speech? What types of visual aids could you use? What are some concerns you have for this speech? What things could you do to reduce your concerns for this speech?

4. Describe, compare and contrast your feelings when speaking in public.

5. What is your initial reaction to the handouts? How can you use what was in the handouts in your speeches?

6. Brainstorm ideas for your persuasive speech. Write it all down, even if it seems trivial.

7. Has this class met your expectations? Are there any areas of public speaking that you still need to work on? What are some of your reactions to the class? Describe your evolution in this class as a public speaker at the beginning of the term until present.

